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POONA'S COURAGE
Perhaps readers of Navajivan do not know that I am in love
with Poona. I expressed my admiration as long ago as 19151
when I returned from England. Poona's sacrifices are intelligent.
No other place equals Poona in scholarship. Nor is there anywhere
her simplicity and her voluntary poverty. Sanskrit learning spread
from Poona. The Lokamanya and Gokhale lived here. The
city has shrunk from no sacrifice. Poona can do much. Even
now I feel that in making sacrifices, Poona will outstrip all. Shri
Narsopant Ghintaman Kelkar is carrying on his work with tho-
roughness. The Government also is testing him cleverly. The
picketing of liquor shops is getting very well organized. The
best non-co-operators go out to picket. Shri Kelkar sends out his
entire family for this purpose. The Government merely imposes
fines. If it refuses to arrest anyone, what can the Poona non-co-
operators do? Women have now been sent out. I certainly envy
this. I had hoped that the women of Gujarat would really take
the lead in this matter. Bengal started, but the Government did
not take up the challenge. The Poona women, by their action,
seem to have created a situation in which either the Government
must arrest them or repeal its law. Smt. Kelkar, Smt. Gokhale,
Shri Gokhale's sister, Smt, Indumati Naik, Smt. Yashodabai
Phadke and four other women set out to picket liquor shops.
They were removed to the police-station and there set free. It is
clear that there cannot be even a suggestion of force in this picket-
ing and the liquor-booths are sure to close down as a result of
it. Poona's women are intelligent and strong-minded. I have no
fear about the outcome of the movement which they have started.
It cannot but gather momentum and the Government will have to
admit defeat. The fighters of Maharashtra have accepted the
method of non-violence as a practical policy and there is no doubt,
therefore, that they will proceed non-violently. And where there is
a confluence of non-violence, sacrifice and wisdom, there can be
no result other than victory.
It now remains for the women of Gujarat to compete with
those of Poona. When will the men of Gujarat equal the sacrifice
of Poona? Even if they keep pace with it, I shall be satisfied.
Up till now, Gujarat has set no value on poverty, simplicity, hero-
ism, fortitude and service of the country. Now Gujarat is showing
zeal, but she has still to be tested by suffering. May God save
Gujarat's honour.
* Tide Vol. XIII, p. 22.